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Jacquelyn A. Suárez was nominated as the Acting Commissioner of theJacquelyn A. Suárez was nominated as the Acting Commissioner of the  
Department of Community Affairs (DCA) on September 18, 2023, makingDepartment of Community Affairs (DCA) on September 18, 2023, making  
her the first Hispanic commissioner to lead the DCA. Suárez is committed toher the first Hispanic commissioner to lead the DCA. Suárez is committed to  
the Department’s ongoing mission to provide residents, local governments,the Department’s ongoing mission to provide residents, local governments,  
businesses, and community development organizations with financial support,businesses, and community development organizations with financial support,  
administrative guidance, and technical assistance to help improve the qualityadministrative guidance, and technical assistance to help improve the quality
  of life for New Jersey families.of life for New Jersey families.

As Acting Commissioner of one of the State's largest departments, Suárez is responsible for a $1.485As Acting Commissioner of one of the State's largest departments, Suárez is responsible for a $1.485
billion operational budget and the administration of federal disaster relief grant funding providedbillion operational budget and the administration of federal disaster relief grant funding provided
through the Community Development Block Grant, COVID American Rescue Plan, and Coronavirusthrough the Community Development Block Grant, COVID American Rescue Plan, and Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act. She oversees more than 1000 employees and leads a variety ofAid, Relief, and Economic Security Act. She oversees more than 1000 employees and leads a variety of
departmental programs including the divisions of Local Government Services, Housing and Communitydepartmental programs including the divisions of Local Government Services, Housing and Community
Resources, Codes and Standards, Fire Safety, Disaster Recovery and Mitigation, and the Offices ofResources, Codes and Standards, Fire Safety, Disaster Recovery and Mitigation, and the Offices of
Information Privacy and Local Planning Services. Suárez also has oversight of the Department’s affiliateInformation Privacy and Local Planning Services. Suárez also has oversight of the Department’s affiliate
agencies including the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, the New Jerseyagencies including the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, the New Jersey
Redevelopment Authority, the Urban Enterprise Zone Authority, the New Jersey Historic Trust, and theRedevelopment Authority, the Urban Enterprise Zone Authority, the New Jersey Historic Trust, and the
Government Records Council.Government Records Council.  

Suárez continues to serve as the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, a position sheSuárez continues to serve as the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, a position she
has held since 2021, where she provides local governments with technical and financial assistance inhas held since 2021, where she provides local governments with technical and financial assistance in
several areas, including shared services, purchasing, and management issues. She also oversees theseveral areas, including shared services, purchasing, and management issues. She also oversees the
review and approval of all municipal, county, and fire district budgets, works to uphold the financialreview and approval of all municipal, county, and fire district budgets, works to uphold the financial
integrity of local government units, and guides the conduct of local government officials.integrity of local government units, and guides the conduct of local government officials.

As Director of DLGS, Suárez also serves as Chair of the State’s Local Finance Board, a position she hasAs Director of DLGS, Suárez also serves as Chair of the State’s Local Finance Board, a position she has
held since January 2021.held since January 2021.

Prior to serving as the Director of DLGS, Suárez provided legal advice to Governor Murphy on mattersPrior to serving as the Director of DLGS, Suárez provided legal advice to Governor Murphy on matters
affecting his Administration as an associate counsel in the Governor’s Office. During her time in theaffecting his Administration as an associate counsel in the Governor’s Office. During her time in the
Governor’s Office, Suárez advised on pending legislation, statutory responsibilities, litigation, theGovernor’s Office, Suárez advised on pending legislation, statutory responsibilities, litigation, the
development of administrative regulations, and various proposals impacting the Governor’s publicdevelopment of administrative regulations, and various proposals impacting the Governor’s public
policy agenda. With a focus on issues related to the Departments of Community Affairs, Humanpolicy agenda. With a focus on issues related to the Departments of Community Affairs, Human
Services, Children and Families, and the Administrative Office of the Courts, Suárez was integral toServices, Children and Families, and the Administrative Office of the Courts, Suárez was integral to
advancing the Governor’s agenda in these areas and, in particular, to spearheading many of the State’sadvancing the Governor’s agenda in these areas and, in particular, to spearheading many of the State’s
COVID response policies such as the eviction moratorium. It was Suárez’s proven aptitude andCOVID response policies such as the eviction moratorium. It was Suárez’s proven aptitude and
successful track record that gave Lieutenant Governor Sheila Y. Oliver the confidence to name her assuccessful track record that gave Lieutenant Governor Sheila Y. Oliver the confidence to name her as
the director of the DLGS.the director of the DLGS.

Before joining the Governor’s Office, Suárez was a legislative liaison at DCA where she acted as theBefore joining the Governor’s Office, Suárez was a legislative liaison at DCA where she acted as the
point person for all communication with the State Legislature, drafted bill language, spearheaded thepoint person for all communication with the State Legislature, drafted bill language, spearheaded the
implementation of newly signed legislation, and helped review and advise on various decisions, orders,implementation of newly signed legislation, and helped review and advise on various decisions, orders,
settlements, and other matters impacting the Department.settlements, and other matters impacting the Department.  

Suárez is a New Jersey native who earned her Juris Doctor from Rutgers School of Law in Camden andSuárez is a New Jersey native who earned her Juris Doctor from Rutgers School of Law in Camden and
her bachelor’s degree in communications, legal institutions, economics, and government fromher bachelor’s degree in communications, legal institutions, economics, and government from
American University in Washington D.C. She is a member of both the New Jersey and New York barAmerican University in Washington D.C. She is a member of both the New Jersey and New York bar
associations. She is also a member of the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey.associations. She is also a member of the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey.
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Welcome friends and supporters of Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey. It is wonderfulWelcome friends and supporters of Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey. It is wonderful
to be celebrating our sixteen New Jersey Youth of the Year finalists from Clubs acrossto be celebrating our sixteen New Jersey Youth of the Year finalists from Clubs across
the state. We are incredibly proud of all these dynamic Club teen leaders for theirthe state. We are incredibly proud of all these dynamic Club teen leaders for their
extraordinary achievements. I know you will enjoy hearing their inspiring stories andextraordinary achievements. I know you will enjoy hearing their inspiring stories and
join me in congratulating our 2024 New Jersey Youth of the Year honorees.join me in congratulating our 2024 New Jersey Youth of the Year honorees.  

The New Jersey Youth of the Year program celebrates and empowers Club teens forThe New Jersey Youth of the Year program celebrates and empowers Club teens for
their tremendous accomplishments in leadership, service, academic excellence, and atheir tremendous accomplishments in leadership, service, academic excellence, and a
commitment to living healthy lifestyles. Being named the New Jersey Youth of thecommitment to living healthy lifestyles. Being named the New Jersey Youth of the
Year is a lifelong honor. Tonight, we will name the New Jersey State and MilitaryYear is a lifelong honor. Tonight, we will name the New Jersey State and Military
Youth of the Year who will advance to a Northeast region competition in June. TheseYouth of the Year who will advance to a Northeast region competition in June. These
distinguished young people will represent New Jersey, serving as exemplarydistinguished young people will represent New Jersey, serving as exemplary
ambassadors for Boys & Girls Club youth as well as a strong voice for all youngambassadors for Boys & Girls Club youth as well as a strong voice for all young
people.people.  

On behalf of the Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey Board of Trustees, thank you to allOn behalf of the Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey Board of Trustees, thank you to all
of tonight’s sponsors and supporters. It is because of your participation in thisof tonight’s sponsors and supporters. It is because of your participation in this
statewide premier recognition program, that we can ensure these amazing Club teenstatewide premier recognition program, that we can ensure these amazing Club teen
leaders have whatever it takes to build great futures.leaders have whatever it takes to build great futures.  

Best,Best,

Nuno FranciscoNuno Francisco  
President, Board of TrusteesPresident, Board of Trustees
Boys & Girls Clubs in New JerseyBoys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey  



Welcome to the Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey’s 2024 Youth of the Year Reception andWelcome to the Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey’s 2024 Youth of the Year Reception and
Award Ceremony and thank you for joining us. Tonight, we are especially proud to celebrate theAward Ceremony and thank you for joining us. Tonight, we are especially proud to celebrate the
extraordinary achievements of sixteen New Jersey Club teens for their achievements inextraordinary achievements of sixteen New Jersey Club teens for their achievements in
leadership, service, academics excellence and dedication to living a healthy lifestyle.leadership, service, academics excellence and dedication to living a healthy lifestyle.  

The New Jersey Youth of the Year is our premier leadership program honoring exceptionalThe New Jersey Youth of the Year is our premier leadership program honoring exceptional
young people who represent the voice and spirit of hope and are shining examples of what ityoung people who represent the voice and spirit of hope and are shining examples of what it
means to be a Club kid. Through the New Jersey Youth of the Year journey, Club teens buildmeans to be a Club kid. Through the New Jersey Youth of the Year journey, Club teens build
critical leadership skills and empowering experiences that celebrate their outstandingcritical leadership skills and empowering experiences that celebrate their outstanding
accomplishments. Over the past decade, through the Youth of the Year program, Boys & Girlsaccomplishments. Over the past decade, through the Youth of the Year program, Boys & Girls
Clubs in New Jersey has awarded nearly $800,000 in college scholarships to further theClubs in New Jersey has awarded nearly $800,000 in college scholarships to further the
education of hundreds of outstanding Club teens.education of hundreds of outstanding Club teens.  

We have a special evening planned with the highlight of showcasing these inspiring New JerseyWe have a special evening planned with the highlight of showcasing these inspiring New Jersey
Youth of the Year finalists, as well as the very exciting announcement of the 2024 New JerseyYouth of the Year finalists, as well as the very exciting announcement of the 2024 New Jersey
State Youth of the Year and Military Youth of the Year winners.State Youth of the Year and Military Youth of the Year winners.  

Tremendous thanks to the New Jersey Youth of the Year Presenting Sponsors – Amazon,Tremendous thanks to the New Jersey Youth of the Year Presenting Sponsors – Amazon,
Comcast NBCUniversal and Kohl’s. I would also like to extend our gratitude to BGCNJ’sComcast NBCUniversal and Kohl’s. I would also like to extend our gratitude to BGCNJ’s
dedicated Corporate Advisory Board members whose hard work helped to make the NJ Youth ofdedicated Corporate Advisory Board members whose hard work helped to make the NJ Youth of
the Year program a great success. It is also because of all of our program sponsors and friends,the Year program a great success. It is also because of all of our program sponsors and friends,
that we are able to continue to support these extraordinary Club teens and create better futuresthat we are able to continue to support these extraordinary Club teens and create better futures
for them.for them.  

On behalf of the Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey Board of Trustees, and the 22 New Jersey BoysOn behalf of the Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey Board of Trustees, and the 22 New Jersey Boys
& Girls Clubs, thank you for your participation in the New Jersey Youth of the Year program& Girls Clubs, thank you for your participation in the New Jersey Youth of the Year program
which helps our Clubs teens to continue to lead, succeed, and inspire. Enjoy the celebration!which helps our Clubs teens to continue to lead, succeed, and inspire. Enjoy the celebration!                                  

                  With appreciation,With appreciation,

                  Susan HaspelSusan Haspel  
                  State DirectorState Director  
                  Boys & Girls Clubs in New JerseyBoys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey  



Emmy® Award-winning meteorologist Violeta Yas is aEmmy® Award-winning meteorologist Violeta Yas is a  
member of NBC 4 New York’s Storm Team 4 weather team.member of NBC 4 New York’s Storm Team 4 weather team.  

Prior to joining WNBC in March 2022, Yas was part of Telemundo62,Prior to joining WNBC in March 2022, Yas was part of Telemundo62,  
where she served as chief meteorologist, and NBC10 in Philadelphia forwhere she served as chief meteorologist, and NBC10 in Philadelphia for  
nearly nine years. She was part of the team that launched Noticieronearly nine years. She was part of the team that launched Noticiero  
Telemundo62 at 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. in 2014. Her weather career began inTelemundo62 at 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. in 2014. Her weather career began in  
2010, when she joined AccuWeather as a bilingual broadcaster.2010, when she joined AccuWeather as a bilingual broadcaster.  

Violeta has appeared on Fox News, Fox Business, ABC World News Now, The Big Ten Network, FoxVioleta has appeared on Fox News, Fox Business, ABC World News Now, The Big Ten Network, Fox
Sports, several Telemundo and Univision affiliates, ZBM-TV (Bermuda), and various other SpanishSports, several Telemundo and Univision affiliates, ZBM-TV (Bermuda), and various other Spanish
networks across Latin America. Throughout her career she has been nominated for four regional Emmysnetworks across Latin America. Throughout her career she has been nominated for four regional Emmys
as 'Best Weather Anchor' and has also won five Emmy awards for her severe weather and climateas 'Best Weather Anchor' and has also won five Emmy awards for her severe weather and climate
coverage.coverage.

Violeta is a lead broadcast ambassador for the American Meteorological Society’s (AMS) Committee forVioleta is a lead broadcast ambassador for the American Meteorological Society’s (AMS) Committee for
Hispanic and Latinx Advancement. Through this role, she leads a team of broadcast meteorologists fromHispanic and Latinx Advancement. Through this role, she leads a team of broadcast meteorologists from
across the country in identifying, planning, and generating tangible weather resources for the Spanish-across the country in identifying, planning, and generating tangible weather resources for the Spanish-
speaking community.speaking community.  

In 2023, Violeta’s longtime dedication to her community earned her AMS’s prestigious Award for EarlyIn 2023, Violeta’s longtime dedication to her community earned her AMS’s prestigious Award for Early
Career Professional Achievement, voted on by a committee of her peers. This award recognizes early-Career Professional Achievement, voted on by a committee of her peers. This award recognizes early-
career individuals who have demonstrated excellence in their profession, and those whose work andcareer individuals who have demonstrated excellence in their profession, and those whose work and
dedication have had a profound impact on the weather, water, and climate science community.dedication have had a profound impact on the weather, water, and climate science community.

Also, a strong advocate of The Boys & Girls Club organization, Violeta was inducted into the Boys & GirlsAlso, a strong advocate of The Boys & Girls Club organization, Violeta was inducted into the Boys & Girls
Clubs’ Wall of Fame in 2022. She was recognized for her passion for mentorship, and for serving as a roleClubs’ Wall of Fame in 2022. She was recognized for her passion for mentorship, and for serving as a role
model to local youth and encouraging them to pursue their dreams. She also regularly visits localmodel to local youth and encouraging them to pursue their dreams. She also regularly visits local
classrooms to explain weather to young children and read her bilingual children’s book, Theclassrooms to explain weather to young children and read her bilingual children’s book, The
Meteorologist in Me, published in Spanish in 2019.Meteorologist in Me, published in Spanish in 2019.

In 2018, Yas was selected as one of PhillyMan Magazine’s Women of the Year for her philanthropicIn 2018, Yas was selected as one of PhillyMan Magazine’s Women of the Year for her philanthropic
efforts. The honor culminated in a charity gala, where she supported the Boys & Girls Club of Kensingtonefforts. The honor culminated in a charity gala, where she supported the Boys & Girls Club of Kensington
—one of the most underfunded areas of Philadelphia.—one of the most underfunded areas of Philadelphia.

As a Rutgers University graduate, she also serves as a Media Mentor at Rutgers, through the Institute forAs a Rutgers University graduate, she also serves as a Media Mentor at Rutgers, through the Institute for
Women’s Leadership. She regularly lends her time to Rutgers Future Scholars—a program that identifiesWomen’s Leadership. She regularly lends her time to Rutgers Future Scholars—a program that identifies
and gives academically promising low-income high school students the opportunity for a collegeand gives academically promising low-income high school students the opportunity for a college
education.education.

Yas was born in Mar del Plata, Argentina and raised in North Jersey. She attended Rutgers University,Yas was born in Mar del Plata, Argentina and raised in North Jersey. She attended Rutgers University,
New Brunswick, where she received a bachelor’s degree in Journalism & Media Studies, with a minor inNew Brunswick, where she received a bachelor’s degree in Journalism & Media Studies, with a minor in
Spanish. She later earned her Certificate of Broadcast Meteorology with Mississippi State University.Spanish. She later earned her Certificate of Broadcast Meteorology with Mississippi State University.

Violeta YasVioleta Yas
Storm Team 4 MeteorologistStorm Team 4 Meteorologist
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"� �Þ $20,000 ¤�ÞÒ BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 Þ¤ AÒ��±~a. IÔ S����Ò}��, 
±D ���Ô
, ±Ô~É"�±Ô¥ ¤±>� ��¥±ÞÔaÉ ?±ÔÔ��
 aÔ� a"� �Þ $20,000 ¤�ÞÒ BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 Þ¤ AÒ��±~a. IÔ S����Ò}��, 
±D ���Ô
, ±Ô~É"�±Ô¥ ¤±>� ��¥±ÞÔaÉ ?±ÔÔ��
 aÔ� a
Ôa�±ÞÔaÉ Ò±É±�a�E EÞ"�¬ ?±ÔÔ��, ?±ÉÉ a�>aÔ~� �Þ ~ÞÒ���� ¤Þ� �¬� �±�É� Þ¤ BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 Þ¤ AÒ��±~a’
 Na�±ÞÔaÉÔa�±ÞÔaÉ Ò±É±�a�E EÞ"�¬ ?±ÔÔ��, ?±ÉÉ a�>aÔ~� �Þ ~ÞÒ���� ¤Þ� �¬� �±�É� Þ¤ BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 Þ¤ AÒ��±~a’
 Na�±ÞÔaÉ
YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a�. T¬� Na�±ÞÔaÉ YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ?±ÉÉ ��~�±>� aÔ a��±�±ÞÔaÉ 
~¬ÞÉa�
¬±� Þ¤ $12,500, ��Ô�?a}É�YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a�. T¬� Na�±ÞÔaÉ YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ?±ÉÉ ��~�±>� aÔ a��±�±ÞÔaÉ 
~¬ÞÉa�
¬±� Þ¤ $12,500, ��Ô�?a}É�
�a~¬ E�a� "� �Þ $50,000.�a~¬ E�a� "� �Þ $50,000.  

T¬� N�? J��
�E S�a�� YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ±
 �¬� ���Ò±�� EÞ"�¬ É�a���
¬±� ��Þ¥�aÒ ?¬±~¬ ¬ÞÔÞ�
 aÔ� ��~Þ¥Ô±O�
T¬� N�? J��
�E S�a�� YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ±
 �¬� ���Ò±�� EÞ"�¬ É�a���
¬±� ��Þ¥�aÒ ?¬±~¬ ¬ÞÔÞ�
 aÔ� ��~Þ¥Ô±O�

�¬� �D��aÞ��±Ôa�E a~¬±�>�Ò�Ô�
 Þ¤ CÉ"} ���Ô
. YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ¤±ÔaÉ±
�
 �Ò}Þ�E �¬� >aÉ"�
 Þ¤ É�a���
¬±�,�¬� �D��aÞ��±Ôa�E a~¬±�>�Ò�Ô�
 Þ¤ CÉ"} ���Ô
. YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ¤±ÔaÉ±
�
 �Ò}Þ�E �¬� >aÉ"�
 Þ¤ É�a���
¬±�,

��>±~�, a~a��Ò±~ �D~�ÉÉ�Ô~� aÔ� ���±~a�±ÞÔ �Þ É±>±Ô¥ a ¬�aÉ�¬E É±¤�
�EÉ�; �¬�E �D�Ò�É±¤E �¬� ~�±�±~aÉ aÔ� É±¤�-
��>±~�, a~a��Ò±~ �D~�ÉÉ�Ô~� aÔ� ���±~a�±ÞÔ �Þ É±>±Ô¥ a ¬�aÉ�¬E É±¤�
�EÉ�; �¬�E �D�Ò�É±¤E �¬� ~�±�±~aÉ aÔ� É±¤�-

a>±Ô¥ ±Ò�a~� BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 ÒaÆ� ±Ô ��aÔ
¤Þ�Ò±Ô¥ aÔ� 
a>±Ô¥ Æ±�
’ É±>�
.
a>±Ô¥ ±Ò�a~� BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 ÒaÆ� ±Ô ��aÔ
¤Þ�Ò±Ô¥ aÔ� 
a>±Ô¥ Æ±�
’ É±>�
.  

Ea~¬ E�a�, ÉÞ~aÉ BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 
�É�~� aÔ �D~���±ÞÔaÉ EÞ"Ô¥ ���
ÞÔ, �aÔ¥±Ô¥ ±Ô a¥� ¤�ÞÒ 14 - 18, �Þ �����
�Ô�Ea~¬ E�a�, ÉÞ~aÉ BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 
�É�~� aÔ �D~���±ÞÔaÉ EÞ"Ô¥ ���
ÞÔ, �aÔ¥±Ô¥ ±Ô a¥� ¤�ÞÒ 14 - 18, �Þ �����
�Ô�
¬±
/¬�� CÉ"} ±Ô aÔ �D~±�±Ô¥ aÔ� ±Ô
�±�±Ô¥ ÃÞ"�Ô�E. W±�¬ ¬a�� ?Þ�Æ, ���±~a�±ÞÔ aÔ� 
"��Þ�� ¤�ÞÒ CÉ"} 
�a¤¤,¬±
/¬�� CÉ"} ±Ô aÔ �D~±�±Ô¥ aÔ� ±Ô
�±�±Ô¥ ÃÞ"�Ô�E. W±�¬ ¬a�� ?Þ�Æ, ���±~a�±ÞÔ aÔ� 
"��Þ�� ¤�ÞÒ CÉ"} 
�a¤¤,
ÔÞÒ±Ô��
 ��Þ¥��

 �Þ?a��
 �¬�±� ¥ÞaÉ Þ¤ }�±Ô¥ 
�É�~��� a
 �¬� N�? J��
�E S�a�� YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� Þ� M±É±�a�EÔÞÒ±Ô��
 ��Þ¥��

 �Þ?a��
 �¬�±� ¥ÞaÉ Þ¤ }�±Ô¥ 
�É�~��� a
 �¬� N�? J��
�E S�a�� YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� Þ� M±É±�a�E
YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a�. T¬�Þ"¥¬Þ"� �¬� ��Þ~�

, ~aÔ�±�a��
 ?Þ�Æ ?±�¬ Ò�Ô�Þ�
 aÔ� a���Ô� ��a±Ô±Ô¥
 �Þ ±Ò��Þ>� aÔ�YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a�. T¬�Þ"¥¬Þ"� �¬� ��Þ~�

, ~aÔ�±�a��
 ?Þ�Æ ?±�¬ Ò�Ô�Þ�
 aÔ� a���Ô� ��a±Ô±Ô¥
 �Þ ±Ò��Þ>� aÔ�
��>�ÉÞ� �"}É±~ 
��aÆ±Ô¥, ±Ô���>±�?±Ô¥ 
Æ±ÉÉ
, aÔ� ?�±�±Ô¥ 
Æ±ÉÉ
 �Þ ����a�� �¬�Ò ¤Þ� �¬� 
�a�� ~ÞÒ���±�±ÞÔ aÔ���>�ÉÞ� �"}É±~ 
��aÆ±Ô¥, ±Ô���>±�?±Ô¥ 
Æ±ÉÉ
, aÔ� ?�±�±Ô¥ 
Æ±ÉÉ
 �Þ ����a�� �¬�Ò ¤Þ� �¬� 
�a�� ~ÞÒ���±�±ÞÔ aÔ�
}�EÞÔ�. T¬� N�? J��
�E YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ��Þ¥�aÒ ~�É�}�a��
 �¬� ÒÞ
� Þ"�
�aÔ�±Ô¥ BÞE
 & G±�É
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�É�~�
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�a��, aÔ� 
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 CÉ"} EÞ"�¬, a
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� aÒaO±Ô¥ EÞ"Ô¥ ��Þ�É� ?±ÉÉ 
��>� a
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 ¤Þ� BÞE
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 CÉ"} EÞ"�¬, a
 ?�ÉÉ
a
 a >Þ±~� ¤Þ� aÉÉ EÞ"Ô¥ ��Þ�É�.a
 a >Þ±~� ¤Þ� aÉÉ EÞ"Ô¥ ��Þ�É�.  



Antwon S.Antwon S.
BoysBoys    &&    Girls Club of Atlantic CityGirls Club of Atlantic City
Member for 11 yearsMember for 11 years

Career Aspiration: Social WorkerCareer Aspiration: Social Worker

“It is okay to not be okay, as long as you get support.”“It is okay to not be okay, as long as you get support.”

Michael H.Michael H.
Boys & Girls Club of Camden CountyBoys & Girls Club of Camden County
Member for 11 yearsMember for 11 years

Career Aspiration: OncologistCareer Aspiration: Oncologist

  “Without the Club, my life would have turned out very“Without the Club, my life would have turned out very
differently. I have had many mentors who have encourageddifferently. I have had many mentors who have encouraged
me to the point where I am today.”me to the point where I am today.”

Deijah K.Deijah K.
Boys & Girls Club of CliftonBoys & Girls Club of Clifton
Member for 11 yearsMember for 11 years

Career Aspiration: ActressCareer Aspiration: Actress

  "Never be afraid to do what you love. Whether it be voicing"Never be afraid to do what you love. Whether it be voicing
your opinions on certain issues or advocating for more youthyour opinions on certain issues or advocating for more youth
representation.”representation.”

2024 New Jersey



Keron H.Keron H.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Cumberland CountyBoys & Girls Clubs of Cumberland County
Member for 7 yearsMember for 7 years

Career Aspiration: Lawyer/PastorCareer Aspiration: Lawyer/Pastor

  "You are never alone at the Boys & Girls Club because they"You are never alone at the Boys & Girls Club because they
make you feel like you're at a second home."make you feel like you're at a second home."

Samantha D.Samantha D.
Boys & Girls Club of GarfieldBoys & Girls Club of Garfield
Member for 5 yearsMember for 5 years

Career Aspiration: LawyerCareer Aspiration: Lawyer

  “We are all on this earth for a reason.“We are all on this earth for a reason.    Don't ever believeDon't ever believe
that you are worthless because each of us are stars.”that you are worthless because each of us are stars.”

Natalie D.Natalie D.
Boys & Girls Club of HawthorneBoys & Girls Club of Hawthorne
Member for 11 yearsMember for 11 years

Career Aspiration: NurseCareer Aspiration: Nurse

“By collaborating with others and keeping an open mind,“By collaborating with others and keeping an open mind,
anyone can make an impact on our world.”anyone can make an impact on our world.”  

2024 New Jersey



Mourea T.Mourea T.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Hudson CountyBoys & Girls Clubs of Hudson County
Member for 4 yearsMember for 4 years

Career Aspiration: Video ProducerCareer Aspiration: Video Producer

“The Boys & Girls Club allows me to“The Boys & Girls Club allows me to    truly be myself bytruly be myself by
finding my voice and expressing who I really am.”finding my voice and expressing who I really am.”

Alexandra P.Alexandra P.  
Boys & Girls Clubs of Lower Bergen CountyBoys & Girls Clubs of Lower Bergen County
Member for 3 yearsMember for 3 years

Career Aspiration: Children’s Social WorkerCareer Aspiration: Children’s Social Worker

“The Club introduced me to numerous great opportunities“The Club introduced me to numerous great opportunities
that helped me become a better person, leader and morethat helped me become a better person, leader and more
confident in myself.”confident in myself.”

Daniel S.Daniel S.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Mercer CountyBoys & Girls Clubs of Mercer County
Member for 10 yearsMember for 10 years

Career Aspiration: BiologistCareer Aspiration: Biologist

“Ultimately, you have a finite amount of time in this world;“Ultimately, you have a finite amount of time in this world;
spend it doing the things you love, being a part ofspend it doing the things you love, being a part of
something bigger than yourself.”something bigger than yourself.”

2024 New Jersey



Amir A.Amir A.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northwest New JerseyBoys & Girls Clubs of Northwest New Jersey
Member for 7 yearMember for 7 year

Career Aspiration: Software EngineerCareer Aspiration: Software Engineer

“Productive communication is the key to unlocking the minds“Productive communication is the key to unlocking the minds
of the youth and the growth of tomorrow.”of the youth and the growth of tomorrow.”

Ka± S.Ka± S.
BÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 Þ¤ MÞÔÒÞ"�¬ CÞ"Ô�EBÞE
 & G±�É
 CÉ"}
 Þ¤ MÞÔÒÞ"�¬ CÞ"Ô�E
M�Ò}�� ¤Þ� 7 E�a�
M�Ò}�� ¤Þ� 7 E�a�


Ca���� A
�±�a�±ÞÔ: C¬±É���Ô’
 SÞ~±aÉ WÞ�Æ��Ca���� A
�±�a�±ÞÔ: C¬±É���Ô’
 SÞ~±aÉ WÞ�Æ��

“The Club is the reason I was able to find the confidence to“The Club is the reason I was able to find the confidence to
participate in programs like Youth of the Year.participate in programs like Youth of the Year.    TheyThey
encouraged me to find my voice.”encouraged me to find my voice.”

Precious A.Precious A.
Boys & Girls Club of NewarkBoys & Girls Club of Newark
Member for 7 yearsMember for 7 years

Career Aspiration: Data ScientistCareer Aspiration: Data Scientist

“Everyone has potential in them - their own personal fire.“Everyone has potential in them - their own personal fire.
You just have to be dedicated enough to find your spark.”You just have to be dedicated enough to find your spark.”

2024 New Jersey



Nadir J.Nadir J.
Boys & Girls Club of Paterson and PassaicBoys & Girls Club of Paterson and Passaic
Member for 5 yearsMember for 5 years

Career Aspiration: ActorCareer Aspiration: Actor

“The Club is like a second home to me.”“The Club is like a second home to me.”

I¤�
a�� O.I¤�
a�� O.
FÞ�� D±D YÞ"�¬ C�Ô���
FÞ�� D±D YÞ"�¬ C�Ô���

M�Ò}�� ¤Þ� 1 E�a�M�Ò}�� ¤Þ� 1 E�a�

Ca���� A
�±�a�±ÞÔ: A"�¬Þ�Ca���� A
�±�a�±ÞÔ: A"�¬Þ�

“M±É±�a�E YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ±
 ÔÞ� ÞÔÉE aÔ Þ��Þ��"Ô±�E �Þ“M±É±�a�E YÞ"�¬ Þ¤ �¬� Y�a� ±
 ÔÞ� ÞÔÉE aÔ Þ��Þ��"Ô±�E �Þ
��>�ÉÞ� ÒE >Þ±~�, ¬ÞÔ� ÒE �aÉ�Ô�
 aÔ� ¤±ÔaÔ~±aÉÉE 
"��Þ����>�ÉÞ� ÒE >Þ±~�, ¬ÞÔ� ÒE �aÉ�Ô�
 aÔ� ¤±ÔaÔ~±aÉÉE 
"��Þ��
ÒE a~a��Ò±~ aÒ}±�±ÞÔ
, }"� aÉ
Þ aÉÉÞ?
 Ò� �Þ }� Þ¤ 
��>±~�.”ÒE a~a��Ò±~ aÒ}±�±ÞÔ
, }"� aÉ
Þ aÉÉÞ?
 Ò� �Þ }� Þ¤ 
��>±~�.”

Samantha T.Samantha T.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Union CountyBoys & Girls Clubs of Union County
Member for 7 yearsMember for 7 years

Career Aspiration: LawyerCareer Aspiration: Lawyer

“Regardless of one’s ethnicity or orientation, spread love“Regardless of one’s ethnicity or orientation, spread love
and harmony amongst all. Together, one step at a time, weand harmony amongst all. Together, one step at a time, we
can work towards a better community.”can work towards a better community.”

2024 New Jersey



2024 New Jersey

Xavier D.Xavier D.
McGuire Youth CentersMcGuire Youth Centers
Member for 5 yearsMember for 5 years

Career Aspiration: Financial ManagerCareer Aspiration: Financial Manager

“My Club gave me the foundation of self-discovery,“My Club gave me the foundation of self-discovery,
  self-expression and the power to value myself.”self-expression and the power to value myself.”

Congratulations
2024 New Jersey Youth of the Year Finalists



Taylor CasserlyTaylor Casserly  
Senior Project ManagerSenior Project Manager  

DPR ConstructionDPR Construction

Julie E. HollandJulie E. Holland  
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

Columbia Bank FoundationColumbia Bank Foundation

Liz MurrayLiz Murray    
Vice President, Regulatory AffairsVice President, Regulatory Affairs

ComcastComcast  

Christopher RairdenChristopher Rairden  
District Manager New JerseyDistrict Manager New Jersey  

Kohl’sKohl’s  

Christopher TropianoChristopher Tropiano  
Executive Vice PresidentExecutive Vice President  

BRAM Auto GroupBRAM Auto Group  



Board of TrusteesBoard of Trustees
Nuno FranciscoNuno Francisco
PresidentPresident
CitiCiti

Bernadette ShanahanBernadette Shanahan
Vice PresidentVice President
Boys & Girls Club of Camden County.Boys & Girls Club of Camden County.

Susan Cannilla, CFASusan Cannilla, CFA  
SecretarySecretary
Cannilla ConsultingCannilla Consulting  

Wendy McGuireWendy McGuire
TreasurerTreasurer
Boys & Girls Clubs of Paterson & PassaicBoys & Girls Clubs of Paterson & Passaic  

Tom BromageTom Bromage  
Boys & Girls Clubs of AmericaBoys & Girls Clubs of America

LaTrese CoytLaTrese Coyt  
Boys & Girls Clubs of AmericaBoys & Girls Clubs of America

JR KennyJR Kenny  
Boys & Girls Clubs of AmericaBoys & Girls Clubs of America

AnnMarie TanzellaAnnMarie Tanzella  
Boys & Girls Clubs of AmericaBoys & Girls Clubs of America

Pam YuenPam Yuen  
Boys & Girls Clubs of AmericaBoys & Girls Clubs of America

Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey StaffBoys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey Staff
Susan HaspelSusan Haspel
State DirectorState Director

Cari TaricaCari Tarica  
Operations DirectorOperations Director  

Terry WostbrockTerry Wostbrock
Finance ManagerFinance Manager  

Corporate Advisory BoardCorporate Advisory Board
Robert “Toby” BabeufRobert “Toby” Babeuf
Wells FargoWells Fargo

Amanda BradleyAmanda Bradley  
AmazonAmazon

Nazesh CattelonaNazesh Cattelona  
Wakefern Food CorporationWakefern Food Corporation

Amy ContiAmy Conti  
Fortune 100 CompanyFortune 100 Company  

Justin EdelmanJustin Edelman
RWJBarnabas HealthRWJBarnabas Health

Nirupama KotcharlakotaNirupama Kotcharlakota  
DPR ConstructionDPR Construction  

Daniel LeskoDaniel Lesko  
PNCPNC  

Vaughn McKoyVaughn McKoy
Connell FoleyConnell Foley  

Filomena MachlederFilomena Machleder
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New JerseyHorizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey  

Bayaan A. OluyadiBayaan A. Oluyadi
KTB Services, LLCKTB Services, LLC

Chris RosicaChris Rosica
Rosica CommunicationsRosica Communications

Allyson SchlesingerAllyson Schlesinger  
Columbia BankColumbia Bank

Jonathan SobelJonathan Sobel
Sobel Family FoundationSobel Family Foundation

Calvin SouderCalvin Souder
Souder, Shabazz, & Woolridge Law GroupSouder, Shabazz, & Woolridge Law Group  

Joan StandishJoan Standish
PhilanthropistPhilanthropist

Christopher TropianoChristopher Tropiano  
BRAM Auto Group: Route 22 Toyota, Route 22 Honda,BRAM Auto Group: Route 22 Toyota, Route 22 Honda,
Hudson HondaHudson Honda  
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Patrick and Amy ContiPatrick and Amy Conti  
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Atlantic City – www.acbgc.org
Established 1970

Chelsea Club 
215 North Sovereign Avenue

Atlantic City, NJ 08401
(609) 437-2697  

Drexel Club
1010 Drexel Ave

Atlantic City, NJ 08401
609-342-5219

Teen Center
317 N. Pennsylvania Ave
Atlantic City, NJ 08401

609-342-5220

Camden – www.begreatCamden.org
Established 2000

Marjorie & Lewis Katz East Camden Club
2 S. Dudley St.

Camden, NJ 08105
856.963.6490

Clifton – www.bgcclifton.org
Established 1947

Clifton Club 
181 Colfax Avenue
Clifton, NJ 07013

973.773.0966

Cumberland County – www.bgccumberland.org
Established 2004

Carl Arthur Recreation Center 
304 West Plum Street

Vineland, NJ 08360
856.896.0244

Youth for Change Teen Center 
560 Crystal Avenue
Vineland, NJ 08360

856.696.4190

Garfield – www.bgcgarfield.org
Established 1959 

490 Midland Avenue
Garfield, NJ 07026

973.478.7662

Gloucester County - www.gcbgc.org
Established 2002
Glassboro Club
801 Ellis Street

Glassboro, NJ 08028
856.863.2040

Paulsboro Club
916 Penn Line Road
Paulsboro, NJ 08066

856.423.9322

Hawthorne - www.bgchawthorne.org 
Established 1942
1 Downes Way

Hawthorne, NJ 07506
973.427.7777

Hudson County - www.bgchc.org
Established 1893

Hoboken Clubhouse 
123 Jefferson Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030

201.963.6443

Jersey City Clubhouse 
225 Morris Boulevard
Jersey City, NJ 07302

201.333.4100

Lower Bergen County – www.bgclbergen.org
Established 1949

Serving Lodi, Hackensack, Wallington,
 and the South Bergen Jointure Commission

Hackensack Club 
170B Sussex Street

Hackensack, NJ 07604
201.880.7244

Lodi Club 
460 Passaic Avenue

Lodi, NJ 07644
973.473.7410

Mercer County - www.bgcmercer.org
Established 1937

Trenton Club
212 Centre Street
Trenton, NJ 08611

609.392.3191

Mercer County - www.bgcmercer.org
Established 1937

Trenton Club
212 Centre Street
Trenton, NJ 08611

609.392.3191

Lawrence Club
1040 Spruce Street
Lawrence, NJ 08648

609.695.6060



Monmouth County – www.bgcmonmouth.orgMonmouth County – www.bgcmonmouth.org
Established 1938Established 1938
Asbury Park ClubAsbury Park Club

1201 Monroe Avenue1201 Monroe Avenue
Asbury Park, NJ 07712Asbury Park, NJ 07712

732.775.7862732.775.7862

Red Bank ClubRed Bank Club  
138 Dr. James Parker Boulevard138 Dr. James Parker Boulevard

Red Bank, NJ 07701Red Bank, NJ 07701
732.530.0065732.530.0065

Long Branch ClubLong Branch Club  
231 Wilbur Ray Avenue231 Wilbur Ray Avenue
Long Branch, NJ 07740Long Branch, NJ 07740

Neptune ClubNeptune Club  
3455 West Bangs Avenue3455 West Bangs Avenue

Neptune, NJ 07753Neptune, NJ 07753

Newark – www. bgcn.orgNewark – www. bgcn.org
Established 1938Established 1938
1 Avon Avenue1 Avon Avenue

Newark, NJ 07108Newark, NJ 07108
973.242.1200973.242.1200

Northwest New Jersey – www.bgcnwnj.orgNorthwest New Jersey – www.bgcnwnj.org
Established 1970Established 1970
Pequannock ClubPequannock Club

19 Oak Avenue19 Oak Avenue
Pequannock, NJ 07440Pequannock, NJ 07440

973.633.9007973.633.9007

Wayne ClubWayne Club
153 Garside Avenue153 Garside Avenue

Wayne, NJ 07470Wayne, NJ 07470  
973.956.0033973.956.0033

Paterson & Passaic – www.bgcppnj.orgPaterson & Passaic – www.bgcppnj.org
Established 1961 & 1906Established 1961 & 1906

Passaic ClubPassaic Club
14-20 Hudson Street14-20 Hudson Street

Passaic, NJ 07055Passaic, NJ 07055
973.777.7235973.777.7235

Paterson ClubPaterson Club
264 21st Avenue264 21st Avenue

Paterson, NJ 07501Paterson, NJ 07501
973.279.3055973.279.3055

Salvation Army Ironbound (Newark) -Salvation Army Ironbound (Newark) -  
easternusa.salvationarmy.org/new-jersey/newark/easternusa.salvationarmy.org/new-jersey/newark/

newark-ironbound-boys-and-girls-club/newark-ironbound-boys-and-girls-club/
Established 1941Established 1941

11 Providence Street11 Providence Street
Newark, NJ 07105Newark, NJ 07105

973.344.2698973.344.2698

Union County - www.bgcuc.orgUnion County - www.bgcuc.org
Established 1955Established 1955

Elizabeth ClubElizabeth Club
513-515 Richmond Street513-515 Richmond Street

Elizabeth, NJ 07202Elizabeth, NJ 07202
908.351.3344908.351.3344

Plainfield ClubPlainfield Club
145 Park Avenue145 Park Avenue

Plainfield, NJ 07060Plainfield, NJ 07060
908.822.8672908.822.8672

Union ClubUnion Club
1050 Jeanette Avenue1050 Jeanette Avenue

Union, NJ 07083Union, NJ 07083
908.687.2697908.687.2697

West Orange Community House - www.bgcwo.orgWest Orange Community House - www.bgcwo.org
Established 1997Established 1997
242 Main Street242 Main Street

West Orange, NJ 07052West Orange, NJ 07052
973.736.1282973.736.1282

Military Club locationsMilitary Club locations  

Earle Navy Youth CenterEarle Navy Youth Center
Established 2004Established 2004

201 Hwy 34201 Hwy 34
Building C-62Building C-62

Colts Neck, NJColts Neck, NJ    0772207722
732.866.2148732.866.2148

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-LakehurstJoint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
Dix Youth ProgramsDix Youth Programs

Established 1999Established 1999
Building 1279 Locust StreetBuilding 1279 Locust Street

Fort Dix, NJ 08640Fort Dix, NJ 08640
609.562.5061609.562.5061

Lakehurst Youth ProgramsLakehurst Youth Programs
Established 2000Established 2000

Building 487 Walsh RoadBuilding 487 Walsh Road
Lakehurst, NJ 08733Lakehurst, NJ 08733

732.323.4043732.323.4043

McGuire Youth ProgramsMcGuire Youth Programs
Established 1996Established 1996

Building 3830 East Scott StreetBuilding 3830 East Scott Street  
JB MDL, NJ 08641JB MDL, NJ 08641

609.754.5437609.754.5437

Picatinny Arsenal Youth ServicesPicatinny Arsenal Youth Services
Established 1999Established 1999

Building 3228, Blacksmith RoadBuilding 3228, Blacksmith Road
Picatinny, NJ 07806Picatinny, NJ 07806  

973.724.7183973.724.7183
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We’re proud to honor all of the New Jersey Youth of the Year finalists 
for the work you do to make our community a better place.

pnc.com

Celebrating those who serve
the community we share.

https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking.html


proudly salute all of the 

Boys & Girls Clubs
in New Jersey

2024 Youth of the Year Honorees

NJEA 

Pictured above: 
Sean M. Spiller, President (center)
Steve Beatty, Vice President (left)

Petal Robertson, Secretary-Treasurer (right)

& its
members



ANYTHING CAN CHANGE
THE WORLD OF WORK.
BUT IT TAKES GREAT
PEOPLE TO CHANGE 
THE WORLD.

We support the Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey and their Youth of the
Year Program that honors and acknowledges the amazing accomplishments
of teen leaders.

ADP.com/next-anything

© 2024 Citigroup Inc. All rights reserved. Citi, Citi and Arc Design and other marks used herein are service
marks of Citigroup Inc. or its affiliates, used and registered throughout the world.

Proud to do our part
to help bright minds
achieve bright futures.

The Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey are
dedicated to empowering students and 
giving them a chance at a brighter future.
An idea we can all get behind.
At Citi, we commend the Boys & Girls Clubs 
in New Jersey on their efforts and are
pleased to support their invaluable work.



ADP.com/next-anything

For more information visit
ColumbiaBankOnline.com/columbia-foundation.

A Better Tomorrow
Starts Today

As one of the largest private
foundations in New Jersey, 

we are proud to give back and
strengthen our communities.

Powering
progress.

pseg.com

Our vision is to power a
future where people use
less energy, and it’s cleaner,
safer, and delivered more
reliably than ever.
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WE SUPPORT THE COMMUNITIES WE
ARE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE.

NJM Insurance Group
is proud to support the

Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey’s
2024 Youth of the Year Award Ceremony

F O R  A  Q U O T E ,  V I S I T  N J M . C O M



Rue Insurance Proudly Supports 

 

3812 Quakerbridge Road 
Hamilton, NJ 08619 

609-586-7474 • 800-272-4RUE 
www.rueinsurance.com 

http://www.rueinsurance.com/
http://www.rueinsurance.com/


Give the Next Generation of Leaders 
the support they need today!



Kohl’s Cares is proud to support 
Boys & Girls Clubs in New Jersey.

Congratulations to the
2024 New Jersey Youth of the Year finalists

for their extraordinary achievements.



YOUTHYOUTH YEAR?YEAR?


